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Synopsis

The most concise and comprehensive one-volume history of American womena “from the
indigenous women of the 16th-century wilderness to the dual-role career women and mothers of
contemporary timesa "this book brings American womanhood to center stage, exploring the lives of

pioneers and slaves, immigrants and factory workers, executives and homemakers.
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Customer Reviews

It is the view of Evans, director of the Center for Advanced Feminist Studies at the University of
Minnesota and author of Personal Politics , that "to understand the force of women’s experience . . .
we must adjust our vision so that we can see the world not only through the major male figures in
the foreground but also through the eyes of female figures--a Puritan good wife, an African slave, an
Iroquois matron, a westering woman, a female immigrant, a settlement house worker, a secretary.”
She advances to this end by melding the stories of representative, sometimes well-known, women
into the larger sphere of American politics and public life. Richly diverse accounts exemplify the
challenge and struggle that have defined and continue to alter the roles of women in our nation’s
development. In this respect Evans’s useful exploration of the participatory nature of women’s
history in the United States differs from the majority of feminist literature. Copyright 1989 Reed

Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

YA-- A fascinating, readable volume that discusses the continual reshaping of the role of women in

America from the 17th century to the 1980s. Evans’ chapters roughly coincide with standard



textbook organization of history (early settlers, Revolutionary era, 1845-1865, etc.), which makes
the book useful to students of American history searching for another viewpoint. Unlike earlier
histories, which only discuss women in the home, Evans shows the impact husbands, brothers, and
sons had on the women’s lives and thinking, and the effect of women’s actions on men’s politics.
Although women’s place in society remains unchanged in many basic ways, the intervening 300
years have seen great changes in the acceptance of women in public and political spheres. Evans
makes these changes understandable to lay readers who may not yet have a sense of the totality of
American history. No library should be without this title that offers such unique insight into women’s
roles and history from early settlers and native Americans to modern CEOs. --Dorcas Hand,
Episcopal High School, Bellaire, TXCopyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Excellent!!!

| found the author to be a bit biased on what was considered significant for this period. There was

not much focus on Asian or Latin women.

This was mandatory for my 300-level American Women'’s History class. | found it an excellent,
concise summary of major events. A little dry at times, but the sheer amount of material packed into
the chapters made it well worth the reading. Excellent snapshot of major events in American

Women'’s History.

This book was arequirement for a class that | was taking. | found it one of the best books that | have
read regarding women and their growth through time. It read like a novel not a text book. The detalil

was amazing throughout the book.

When | started reading this, | was thinking | was going to be reading a feminist book and would
make me a feminist at the end. | was wrong. The book gives a good account of women’s rights and
the movement behind it. | became more aware of the movement as a whole and how it affects me

as a woman in America now.

Good



| bought this for a history class but it's an easy enough read for fun

Great item
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